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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FLEISCHMANN). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 29, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable CHARLES J. 
FLEISCHMANN to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

HONORING RETIRED MAJOR 
GENERAL GUS HARGETT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DESJARLAIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor retired Major General 
Gus Hargett, a staunch advocate for 
the National Guard and one of the 
most widely respected Tennesseans I 
have ever had the pleasure of knowing. 

After more than 6 years as president 
of the National Guard Association for 
the United States, Gus will be stepping 
down next month. In all, he has more 
than 47 years of military service. 

He enlisted in the Tennessee Army 
National Guard in 1962 as an infantry 
soldier and served in a variety of staff 
and leadership positions in his home 
State, in the Pentagon, and overseas. 
During Operation Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm, he was chief of operations and 
exercises at the National Guard Bureau 
in Arlington, Virginia. 

Prior to his retirement from the 
military, Hargett served as the Ten-
nessee Adjutant General. Since his ap-
pointment to association president in 
2010, Gus has led the association’s day- 
to-day operations in Washington, D.C., 
and has worked tirelessly on behalf of 
guardsmen across the globe by advo-
cating for and spearheading 
groundbreaking legislative achieve-
ments. 

Among his most memorable and sig-
nificant accomplishments was his work 
adding the National Guard Bureau 
Chief to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
Throughout his career, he has com-
mitted himself to promoting the Na-
tional Guard and improving the overall 
quality of life for our Nation’s soldiers 
in harm’s way. 

I want to take this moment to thank 
Major General Gus Hargett for his 
years of service to our country and for 
his tireless work on behalf of our Na-
tion’s guardsmen and their families. 

f 

REPEATING THE WORDS OF 
PRESIDENT TRUMP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIÉRREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday in the Subcommittee on Immi-
gration, the chairman, the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, attempted to rep-
rimand me by reminding me that 
House rules prevent Members from 
‘‘casting aspersions on the President of 
the United States.’’ And what did I say 
to get this reprimand? I said that the 
President of the United States had said 

that Mexicans were criminals and rap-
ists. 

Well, as the sportscasters used to 
say, let’s go to the videotape. Almost 
the first words out of Donald Trump’s 
mouth when he descended the golden 
escalators to launch his Presidential 
campaign were this: 

When Mexico sends its people, they are not 
sending their best. They are bringing drugs. 
They are bringing crime. They are rapists. 
And some, I assume, are good people. 

Well, I left out that part about some, 
I assume, are good people. 

But the chairman of the committee 
said I was not following House rules be-
cause I was casting aspersions on the 
President because, apparently, I was 
saying what the President, himself, 
had actually said. And if that was of-
fensive to the chairman, I agree. It is 
offensive. That was the point of mak-
ing the speech. 

So is repeating the words of the 
President against House rules? And if 
so, why? Because they are hateful and 
ugly things to say about our fellow 
human beings? 

I don’t think we should be barred 
from repeating the words of the Presi-
dent because they are hateful and ugly 
things to say about our fellow human 
beings, because he said them, and he is 
the President, and I respect the office. 

So maybe it has to be something else. 
Maybe we cannot say things the Presi-
dent has said because it is not appro-
priate to say some of the things he has 
said about people, like the dehuman-
izing language he uses when describing 
which body parts he can grab women 
by, for example. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, rather than say-
ing, as I said earlier, let’s go to the vid-
eotape, I think every single American 
has seen that videotape. When I have 
discussed the President saying these 
awful, hurtful things about where he 
can grab women, either here on the 
floor or on the Judiciary Committee, I 
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